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December 18, 1957
FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
NEW PROGRAM AT MSU CHALLENGES BRIGHT STUDENTS
A s p e c ia l  program f o r  e x ce p t io n a l students w i l l  be t r ie d  out w in ter  qu a rter
by the Montana S tate  U n iv e rs ity  P sychology D e p t., a ccord in g  to  s t a f f  members Dr. 
Robert B. Ammons and Dr. Jesse E. Gordon.
The department w i l l  o f f e r  two s p e c ia l  co u rse s , one f o r  freshmen and one f o r  
ju n io rs  and s e n io r s ,  and w i l l  rep ort on the experim ent to  students and fa c u lty  
a t  the end o f  the q u a rte r . Further curriculum  planning f o r  b r ig h t  students w i l l  
be based , in  p a r t , on the re su lts  o f  the t r i a l .
One o f  the f i v e  s e c t io n s  o f  the fresh m an -leve l co u rse , In tro d u ctio n  to 
P sych ology , w i l l  be design ated  a s p e c ia l  s e c t io n ,  a ccord in g  to  Dr. Ammons, who 
w i l l  teach  the s p e c ia l  group. This s e c t io n  w i l l  be lim ite d  in  s iz e  and w i l l  be 
designed  to  ch a llen g e  the s u p e r io r  student to  lea rn  to  h is  f u l l  ca p a c ity . C lass 
le c tu r e s  and " te x t -te a c h in g "  w i l l  probably  be e lim in ated  in  p a r t , and oth er a c t i ­
v i t i e s ,  fo l lo w in g  the in t e r e s t  o f  the s e le c t  group , w i l l  take t h e ir  p la c e , Dr. 
Ammons s a id . The course w i l l  be f l e x i b l e  enough to  a llow  students to exp lore  
t o p ic s  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s ig n if ic a n c e  which are o f  in t e r e s t  to  them in  the manner 
they f in d  most rewarding, he s a id . Admission to  the s e c t io n  w i l l  be by person a l 
a p p lic a t io n  to  Dr. Ammons.
The s p e c ia l  o f fe r in g  f o r  ju n io rs  and s e n io r s ,  e n t it le d  Problems in  P sych ology , 
w i l l  be taught by Dr. Gordon. Emphasis in  th is  course w i l l  be on m a ter ia l th at 
cuts a cross  su b je c t -m a tte r  l in e s  and i s  o f  in t e r e s t  to  students o f  varied  back­
grounds, such as m ajors in  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u s in e ss , econom ics, pharmacy, h is t o r y ,  
b io lo g y ,  and o th er  f i e l d s .  Some p o s s ib le  t o p ic s  are the a n a ly s is  o f  im agin ative  
p ro d u ctio n s , consumer m o tiv a tio n s , and e le c t o r a l  beh a v ior . M ajor s tr e s s  w i l l  be
Publications and _______________ (more)______________________________________________
Neivs Service MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY, Missoula
New Program fo r  Bright Students at MSU page two
on providing students with the too ls  o f  psychological research in areas which
l
are at the borders o f psychology and other d isc ip lin es . Admission is  by personal 
application  to Dr. Gordon.
The experiment is  prompted by the growing national in terest in providing 
enriched educational opportunities fo r  exceptional students, the professors said. 
I t  was given impetus by the recent discussions on the campus o f a proposed honors 
program fo r  the University, in  which Dean George Waggoner o f the University of 
Kansas, a s p e c ia lis t  in education fo r  superior students, took part.
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